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DECLARATION 


'O-F. HI'S, 


HIGHNESS. 


By the advice of 


His Councdll. - 


Shewing the Reaſons af their pro- 


ceedings xt ſecuring, the Peace of the 
Ccmmon-wealth, upon accation of the 
lace InfurreRion and Rebellion. 


Fer ithad pleaſedGod to eiveſo clear 
a deciſion of thoſe Conteſts, which the 
wcell-affected People of , this Nation 
for many years together had with the 
late King,ang his Party,and thoſe who 
alter bim eſpouſed that Intereſt,and engaged up- 
3 on 


(6k 
 ſars bottom, That the Adverſaries were 
\ T2opifietacn adetheſs. DEubhs &6d Ex 
FeLLnrealng thegrations; ſarions of God 
yeaearorhec yorer of thoſe whom they had 
deſigned to enſlaveand ruine,TIt was Hoped,rthat 
that viſible hand of God, which appeared againſt 
them in the War vpon all occaſions, would 
aye bad ſuirable impreſſions, and been ſufficient 
a convince them of the errour of their way, and 
engaged them todelert it, with thoſe principles 
of licentipufneſs and prophaneneſs , which the 
Heads, and:Leaders. of that Party had lang en- 
deavoured to debauch the. Nation with , and fo 
obliged them not anely to live peaceably under 
thar Power which they were ſo eminently by the 
Providence of God brought under, but taying a- 
ſidethe, zemcmbrance of former differences, to 
\ endeavour in their feveralt capacities, the carry- 
ing on, and matnraining the Peace,, and good of 
the whole, efpecially if they ſhould ſee an end of 
their txoubles., and themſelves pur into ſuch a 
condition, that they might not be lyable ro fu- 
ture revenge for what was paſt., but might be 
free both in theireſtares and perſons equallywith 
other men. And therefore as it was moſt evidenr, 
a(well by their being admitted art firſt ro com- 
pound for their cftates, Jsalſo in the tearms of 
their Compoſition (which were ſo eaſie and mo- 
dcrare ta the generality , as that it led them to a 
better conditionaf fupport than generally betell 
the Parliaments Party , confidering their _; 
an 
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and{argeip#yinents 2d. amimgin 2 long, and ex, 
peneetel War) That the Originall a Fi of 
thoſe-who had then the Conduat of Aﬀairs, was 
not tv extirpare theſe mer , with defignes of 
poſſeſſing rheirEftatesand Fortunes, bur at ficlt 
onely ro defend their Liberties, and.atcer to de- 
privethem ofthofe Aras wherwith.they defign- 
ed to enſlaye theniſelves,,and:the whalc Nation, 
leaving them'4in that condirton-after chey were 
Overcome , -as-they might live 'in their tarmer 
_qualities, enjoying their Eftates,and £quall.Pro- 
reqion with hate whom they; had-endcayoured 
to deſtroy ; ( A procectiing very /cxraoudinary, 
if compared with'that whict-other Nations if 
all Ages have endured after a like difappoiat- 
ment by. Civill War.,'who:havc.hcld xc. for 2 
principle, thar fertlemenr- after fuch .Gommoti- 
Ons is' obtained and conſerved. by 2 totall dila- 
'bling the very inclination of thoſe in-timcs.df 
[Peace , whole ations have been SANgrOS.jÞ | 

'War: And in-this Narion in former Ages ,lofs 
of life, and Confifcation, having been very u- 
ſually the Conſequences inthe like Caſes) We 
ſay, as the clear Tnrentions;of the Parliaments 
Party were diſcovered, andmanifeſt-in thejr firſt 
occcedings with their Enemies, To wit , that 
they defignednot their ruine, but reformation; 
So after the battel 'of Waerxegfer , upan that me- 


 morable day of the thirdiof Sgprember, when the 


hopes of the Enemy feemedto be wholy broken, 


having ncirher Forcesinthe Eicld, nor Warnen: 
C 


. _ 

Ieftinawelind; And Scotland; which until then, ' 
might be ſome ground of Confidence ro them, 
and of danger to Vs, ſo far ſubducd., that 
no. confiderable Enemy was: left there , Which 
alſo was the condition of: Zreland,; ..when all 
things were reduced into that ſtate,and conditi- 
on, that as theſe men could in reaſon have but 
ſmall, or no hopes of any.change of affaires , or 
new opportunitieftoafſert their old, caule,, So 
had We through tlie continued Aſſiſtance, and 
Preſence of God, no ground to fear any new 
attempts from them, that might oblige Vs to 
any baſe, and unworthy Compliance with them; 
All endeavours were uſed on this fide. to lay 
foundations of compoſing the ſpirits, and uni- 
ting a broken atid devided People, through a ten 
years War': There was. fot onelya puncuall 
performance'af Articles of War, the like where- 
ofno Hiſtories can parallel 4 A. Court being 
purpoſely ereRed ©to:do them Iuſtige in thar 
particular , ahd the pawer thereof :ctruſted in 
ſuch hands, who (as wasantended in their choice) 
did execute it cffeQually: on their behalf )- bur 
an AR of Grace, and Obliyipn.,, was granted to 
them 3 Which: favour-as, they.oc I not *haye 
any pretenſtons to claim , or pore Expect, St 

neither could the. Makers thereof have any 9- 
ther Morives ,c or Arguments; to'induce-rheg 
thereunto , bur\fuckcas myſt-proceed, from, the 
deſires they hadto heal;arid cement; and to.take 
away all ſceds- of: difference ,7ang Ieparatipn, 
1 " and 
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=-F onkgds folicire 
he reinembrance of paſt a- 
reds the conimon privi- 
_ ledgedof he * Nirton, which they had juftly for: 
, ſhould yerdeſpiſe , and reje@ irwhen it 
wr off eg rerain cheir enmity after char they 
hafl ecd frointheit Arms, Tt woitld rhen 
tayerhi ora leaſt, the leaving of ſuch wich- 
-— exttiſe, in wharſoever waye$of ſeveriry the 
Si fhould neceffirared - procced with them. 
me Norkdig tbr, and ſecuring thePeace of 
the ors" when ways of eni Bars were by 
chem ren dred i incffeRuall tothole ends, And we 
| | A optanb rowards them 
ceſt', We could not 
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to them by che 


Land,as well as aty;perfbn jar ſoeverwhothad 
been of this fide; There can bens othet-Qon» 
ſtruftion madeof the ARings of chir Party, ro 
the diſturbange of the publique Peace, atd co the 
ſubverſion of the Goyernmenty but that they are 
implacable intheir matice , aridrevenge; ard ne 
yer to be drawn from their adhering to 'tharcur- 
fed intereſt; which hath been the occaſion of the 
ſhedding of ſo. mugh iqnocenc bliod, andatmoft 
of the rujin,anddeftruftiori of theſe L:nds, And 
- therefore We do nat now only find Our ſelf Sa- 
tisfied, but obliged in duty, both towards God; 
and is Nation #9 pracatd.upde other'grounds 
than formerly , with thoſc who ſhall deſerverhis 
\CharaRer, And the Articks of: War, A@ of 
Oblivion , and other favourstendred, yed grans 
tedito theſe men;.are fn: far from: lying. in-Our 
-way, or begerting {ctnples inOur mind', con# 
cerfling the fame, That Our hands arc ſtrength. 
ned from thence to this work , and many dogbts 
removed thereby, which otherwiſe! would ave 
tuck with Vs,as We have beforeiexpreſt, 
It will notbe denyed , That as well che Arti- 
cles of War, as the fayour, and grace granted by 
the AQot;Obliviong contained uv them [a Reci- 
procationAs there dida recall benefit and adyan- 
rage acerueto theGrantees;ſocertainly was there 
a.good intended, and defigned'by then ro the 
Srare ;. if he State do narataintheir end, nei-. 
ther-pught theorheriro-kecotapliſhcheirs. In ſuch? 
Acts as cheſt 4reydicherboth are bound; or. boch 
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hee koclttonyundoctis his conditibtf, 4&'if 
| nv{ctithings/had beenddnd ot aRed?certainly 
gone have figacd- to Articles of 'Var'; that are 
not conditionall, or when thoſe-who irecetved 
choſe Arcioles'refolved to break the conditions, 
theyphad not rhenthe conſent of thoſe who gave 
thents Who did ever allow (uch Articlesto Encs 
mies;as:might affilt them t@exceiute thetr 'melice, 
ad revenge. bf no breaths OF 'Fairhy Ear make 2 
forſeirmevtl!Arricles;the condition of thoſe who 
receiveithem,'is beter than of him that 'gives 
ther, becauſe he ſubtniies himafelf-20: furprize; 
after be-hach eadupedch@haygatd wad: efpehice- 6f 
openWar, i orig < io fri e WHO. 11100 
*:> Addas for' the 'A&of. Oblivion, :That muſk 
pecds be meant asan 'Obligatiory won the'Enel 
mfg and 25/2 proper nidatnd ro taktaviiy- the "Bas 
micy contracted by: rhe War , intending by her? 
cy toreform. thoſe who had oppofed theraſelyes 
to the pybliquewelfarezand this needU'not'be-exi 
priced, \dridotlyimply fucha condition inthe! 
nature of ir-g ab[-pardons- are Stanted with" claus 
ſes of good behaviour, either explicite or impli- 

cd ; becauſe elfe-whoteyer grants themy ketslooke: 
a Dclinquent toa fray offegee,, and hethatian- 

ſwers not the: eaddtid confideration /bfthe'par-! 
don ,' cannot in:reaſon be ſaid «ever to accepr-it;' 
The Parliament by that AQintended nor onely” 
an Oblivion of cheioffences oÞ the aforefdid Pars 
ty, whereby-cheh:haebrendred:rhemſelves'bbno-" 
x10us', but thatithis Kindocfſe ſhould be _m—_ 
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(13). 
ed with obedience on their part, and produce a 


.realchangein their prificiples and intereſt, as to 


the common cauſe this gicar Conteſt had been a- 

bout,tor otherwiſe this A& canaot;be conſide» 
Tee as obligatory to thole who gave it: Angin 
this cale Forbearance from outward aftion will 
not ayail,nor intitle to the benefic of the pardon, 
it yer there be malice and revenge in the heart, 
and f.th 4-leaning and adhering to the old inte- 
xc , rhat nothing is wanting for the diſcovery 

rhercot, bura firtihg opportuniuy ; for as ſuch 

mien cannot in Tuſtice and Ingenuity, claiga the 

benefit of an Aﬀof Fayout trom-thar' Supieam 
Migiſtrate, to whom they know themſelyes ro 

be Enemies, ſo neither is that Magiſtrate bound 
3h Iuſtice before God, or Men to give ir to:them, 
f he'hath'rcafon to' believe from the. courſe of 
their Converſations that they are ſuch, and that 
thcit Intentions towards the Governmen!r, under 
which they live, are the ſame as when they were 
in open Arms againſt it ,and is at Liberty to car- 
Ty himſelf towards them , asif no ſuch A had 
been; Nay, He may proceed againſt them with 
greater Severity, inas much as he hath uſed the 
laſt mcans to reclaim them withour fruit , and 
knows by experience, That nothing but rhe 
Sword will rcftiain them from blood , and vio- 
_ --:.-.--; 

"Then if this be the Caſe berween Vs and the 
late Kings Party, to wit , That they have noto- 
rioully manifeſted ittorhe conſciences of all men 
M B 3 : that 


(14) | 
that they do nor only retain their old principles, 
and ſtill adhereto their former intereſt in dire 
oppoſition, to the Government eſtabliſhed , but 
have beenall along hatchirig new diſturbances, 
ahd cndeayouring as well by ſecret and bloody 
Aſfaffinations , as by open force,ro introduce the 
one, and overthrow and ſubvert rhe other; Ir 
will not be thought ſtrange upon. any Account 
whatſoever, that We did lately ſccure ſo many 
of the tnen of that Intereſt, although they were 
nor viſibly in Aris upon the late InſurreRion; 
nor that We hive laid a burdea upon ſome of 
their Eſtates, beyohd what is ;mpoſed upon the 
reſt of the Nation, towards the defraying of 
that Charge which they are the occaſton of, 
with ſome other thirgs which We have found 
neceſſary ih this time of Danger to dire& co 
cerning thera , forthe Peace, and Safety of the 
whole, | 

Now to eviace this, though the Walks of 
Conſpirators, who areaſly and ſecret Generati- 
on of men, are eyer in the Dark, and the mea» 
ſure of all their Feet cannot be exaRtly raken and 
compared, yet many of their Steps , having been 
diſcovered through the goodneſs of the All-ſee- 
ing God, We ſhall ſet down ſuch. part thereof as 
may bc of uſe to make publique. 

We ſhall not particularly mention ſome undet- 
land , and very ſecret Contrivances which they 
had , and made ſome Tryall of , whereby they 
would have inſcritþly. wound chemiclyes _ 
that 
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. 
that porver , which they were not able todo by 
open force, Bur that way not taking , hey thea 
betook themſelyes ro Caunſcls of rayfing ancw 
Warre, and deſigning a generall InfyrreRian 
throughout the Nation. | 

And to ripenthole Reſolutions, ſome perſons 
were {ent from hence to Charles Stuart with Ley- 
ters of Credit , and a conſiderable Sum of Mo- 
ncy (the b:rer ro gain belief) ro giye him aſſy- 
raace , Thatthe reaſons why the Nobility and 
Gentry, and bulk of the Kingdom of Erng/eng, 
which (they ſaid) were Epilcopal), and of his 
former party, did not rife with him upoa his lac 
march trom Sceilapd, was, becauſe he was bglic- 
ved to have gone upon groynes diſagreeable 
bothto their affeRions and Intereſts, and alſo to 
thegood of the Nation, and inconſiſtent wich 
the anticat Conſtitutions bogh of Church and 
State, but that if he wouldrerurnto his former 

rinciples, to wir, To caſt hjmaſe}fcotally upon 
his Old Party, they would venture both their 
lives and fortunesfor his Recoyery. 

This being received: with great acceptance, 
andthe deſign reſolved upon, the mannagement 
thercof was to be as followeth, 

A Council was choſen of a fele& number , 
called by the name of a Sealed Knot, who were 
for the moſt partto reſide in, and about London, 
and to keep and maintain Correſpondencies with 
thoſe of heir Party «yoga Sa, and withinthe 

_ Severallparts of t Nan and communicate 
t 


. 
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the mutuall Advices Ocinifits Orders and Re: 
ſolutions of each other, which were neceſſary for 
ſuch an undertaking, And there were three things 
'which were chiefly-deſigned by thenfin this bu- 
ſineſle : LL OY 

-"2x,To prepire and engage every individuall 
man of their own party , who had cither been in 
the former Wars,or had been a friend therero,or 
was likely by realonof his alliance, breeding, or 
diſcontents,to engage therin; who being engaged 
were to bring all cheic Tenants, and rhoſe who 
depended upon them,and alſo to lay Deligns for 
the Dorey of Garriſons and Strong holds. 

2. To raiſe a confiderable Bank of Money to 
bc emploied for buying of Arms defraying other 
expences incidentto the magagement of ſuch a 
buſineſs,and forthe maintenance of Forces,2s oC» 
caſion ſhould be/&fvr this onetuindred thouſand 
pounds was propounded for England alone, be- 
ſides what wasto be had in Wales; tor the raiſing 
whereof, Privy Seals were to be ſent ro/ſeverall 
perſonsin Eeland,- © cpa 
« 3- During the cartying on ofthis affair,Charls 
Stuart was to be maintained, and theretorc a con- 
{tant Contriburion of meney was to be engea- 
vourcd from ſuch nies Friends as were able;and 
this latter was ſo wel profecuted by thoſe Agents 
which were-imploycd thercin, that he hath had 


many thouſand. potjhds a year pid him from 
bd &a | 


hence for theſe thrteFtarg paſt. The rwo other 
things wereto-be eitryed off,” and mataged by 
the 


17) 
the ſaid ſcaled Knot, and ſuch Agents as went 
between him and his Friends here, | 

But as previous hereunto , and to make their .. 
work the more cafic, and uninterrupted, and the # 

Defigne they had thus engaged in, the more ſure 

in the execution ( which they could not in rea- 

ſonbut apprehcndro have many dithculties in it, 
whilcſt the Nation was in pertc& peace, and ſo 
much inclined to {ctlement , and reſt , as being 
weary of the former Commotions, thar whoſo. 
ever ſhould begin ncw troubles upon any preten- 
ccs whatſoever , would be lookt upon as a Com- 
mon Enemy, and might poſſibly fiade the genes 
rality of the Nation ſo far from joyning with 
them, that they might declare the contrary way; 

As alſo whileſt the Army was in an united po- 
ſture, and under its ancient Conduct, it would 
be difficult for them to 1iſe , without being ſup- 

eſt, before they ſhould be able to imbody in a- 

iy ſuch conſiderable number as might give coun- 
cenance , and protcction to ſuch as ſhould joyn 
themſclyes with them }) They concluded ſome 
things to be cffcEtcd, as preceding to, or at lcaſt 
contemporary with,the generall 1nſurrefton, 

- One was the aſlaſſination of particular per- 
ſons, thcicby to beget great Conſuſions , and 
Conteſts, and give opportunity for all the Kings 
party to nile. There was one Fitz lames went 
from hence to the late Kings eldrſt ſon, upon 
this account, then at Pars, and had a ſumme of 
moncy given him to promote that attempr, but 
he 


(18) 

he and 1hn Gerardafterwards joyned in that dc- 
ſign , the particulars whereof haye bcen herero- 
fore publiſhed 3 whereto We ſhall onely adde 
what is {ince more fully come to Our knowledg, 
(ro make it manifeſt that it was not the heady, 
and raſh reſolution of Gerard himſelf, but that 
it was a part of the Deſiga laid hy the pretended 
King, and of thoſe who have the Conduct of 
his Aﬀairs ) That he himſelf ſpake to both Fitz 
lames , and Gerard concerning it, and did nor 
onely approve thereof, but declared that he loo- 
ked upon it as a moſt neceſſary , ifnot the onely 
means to ſetall his other Deſigns on motion. It's 
true , he refuſed to ſpeak with Major Hen- 
ſhaw , who weht to Pars about the ſame time, 
or a little before , concerning the deſign , and 
conferred with Prince Rupert concerning it, 
by means of one Chockly a French-man ; the 
Prince communicated it to Charls Stnart , who 
approved of the undertaking , and rcſolyed to 
ſpeak with him therein ; but advertiſement com- 
ing from England , in the mean time tha 
Henſhaw was ſent from hence and employed t: 
Pars to abuſe them there, he rcfuſed afterward 
to ſee him, but relyed on Gerard , and Fitz 
Tames, to whom he gave preciſe directions, that 
they ſhould not make their attempr till all his 
friends were ready in England, There was alſo 
one Beſwel , and alſo one Pierce, and ſeverall 0- 
ther perſons imployed at other times for thoſe 
Aſlaſfinatiovs , and had laid the place, and ma-« 

NCI 
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ner of execution, and the means whereby to 
attemptit; all che particulars whereof would be 
roolargeto ſer down, as it would the feverall . 
Cracious Providences of God in the diſappoint." 
ing of them. 

Another part of their deſign was , to work 
upon the ſeverall diſcontented humours which 
they obſerved to be ſtirring in the Nation , im« 
ploying fitting Inſtruments, who might from 
a true obſeryation of their ſpirits and principles, 
fall in with all manner of diſcontented parties, 
and by proper mediums heighten z and blow up 
their diſconrents, atid provoke them to a Rup- 
ture, laying this for their Maxim , Divide & 
Impera; the more parties they could make , the 
greater confufions they could bring torth , the 
caſter would their work be : And therefore 
ſome they ſer up , who might abule one ſort of 
men, and draw them into diſcontents upon pre. 
tences of Liberty , and the rights of the tree- 
born People of England, which they ſuppoſed 
were infringed by keeping up an Army , and 
by inforcing Taxes from them , and by not cal- 
linga freeand cquall Repreſentative, choſen by 
all the People; and upon this ſubject, there was 
ſcarce a day but fome Pamphler or other came 
forth in Print,called Declarations, penned, prin- 
ted, and publiſhed by the Kings Party , ſome 
whereofarenow in priſon , who appeared nor in 
it themſelves, but imployed other Inſtruments, 
And they found Tohnu Wildman , and {ome others 
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of the like principles, moſt ficting Inſtruments 
for managing that part ,of crying for Liberty,as 
thoſe who might doit (as they imagined) with: 
out the leaſt ſaſpirton of being thought co cor- 
reſpond therein with the old Enemy , or of ha- 
ving intentions to promote his Cauſe and Inte- 
reſt. And therefore theſe were to carry on a de- 
ſign,which ſhould in outward apprarance be dif- 
ferent from the other, (althouga intruth ir came 
from the ſame root,and was direed to che 11m 
end) and to this purpole they had continua! 
meetings with ſuch as they judged to be like 
themſelves,and of the ſame mind with them. And 
though they themſelves had curned their backs 
upon thar profeſſion of Chriſt and che Golpel), 
which they had onc2 made, and wcre become 
looſe in their converſations, and Arheiſticall in 
their principles ; yet they found means, by rea- 
ſon of their having been engiged on this part, to 
inſinuate in; 0,comnunicate with, and decply in- 
fluence ſo-ne particular perſons,otherwiſe(as We 
hope)well minded,in deſign againſt the Govern- 
ment, partly upon pretences of Liberty, and 
partly upon ſuppoſition of having a more pure 
adminiſtration of things ; Vpon which, ſubj2& 
likewiſe m1ay Papers were printed and difperſed 
at the ſaine cime, and many others were in pre- 
Parat10n. 

And Wildmen had brought his part to ſuch 
maturity,that he wanted very little,bur the open 
declaring himſelf in Arms, having in cffeR _ 
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ſhed the Declaration which wasio be publiſhed 
vpon that occaſion,as appears by the Declaration 
it ſclf,bur ir pleaſed God to prevent it by his lud- 
den and unexpected apprehenfion , with his De- 
claration bctore him , juſt as he was dictating to 
his Servant the concluſion thereof; and the time 
that he ſhould have declared himſelf,did fully an- 
{wer the riling deſigned by the Royall Party , 
which tell out but a few dayes after, 

Another thing which the Enemy had Jaid as 
neceſlary at leaſt to keep Company with their in« 
tended InſurreRion,was,that part of the Army in 
Scotland ſhould have mutined , ſurprized their 
Generals, thrown off their Officers,and march- 
cd up to London under the command of Major 
General Overzon (who was deligned tor that pure 
polc)leaving thereſt of the Army there, already 
under great diſcouragement , by reaſon of their 
late hard ſervice, and for want of pay, to be de- 
voured by the Scots, and alla Forts and Gariſons 
latcly creAed at the vaſt charge of this Common= 
wealth, tobe poſſeſt by them,there being no pol- 
ſibility Icfr of ſending them timely and feaſona- 
ble tupplies, in ſuch times of trouble as muſt ne- 
ccflarily enſue ſuch aQtings; And thoſe who were 
made uſe of, to bring this to paſs , were the Le- 
vellers, and alfo ſome others, who did not (as we 
hope) intend to ſerve the intereſt of Charls Stwart. 
Bur it 1s clear , rhat they were influenced and 
driven on by them, being made to believe by 
the Emiſlaries of the pretended King (Wolves in 
Sheeps clothing) that that part of the Army de- 

We EE ſigned 
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ſigned for the Revole, would under the Condut 
atorcſaid, do much for the carrying on their bu- 
ſineſs , not foreſecing, that the Army being thus 
divided andengaged againlt it ſelf, It may be , 
cveſt to blood, would become a prey to the Ene- 
my,and yield up this glorious cauſe,and the good 
people of this Land,into their hands. Thee were 
fome of choſe Methods which Our enemies made 
uſe of to prepare their way totheir grand Deſign; 
others they had of lefler moment,which We Pal 
not ſpend Our time in rchearfing ; nor ſhall We 
in expreſs terms lay to their charge the ſwarming 
of thoſe leſuits whichare now croaking among(t 
Vs, turning themlſelyes into all Forms and ſhapes, 
ro deceive,and ſeduce men from the truth,accor- 
ding as they find the bents, inclinations and prin- 
ciples of men to be. 

Itis not onely commonly obſerved , but there 
remains with Us ſomewhat in proof, that Ieſuits 
have been found amongſt ſome diſcontcnted 
Partics of this Nation;who areobſerved to quar- 
rell, and fall out with every form of adminiftra- 
tion either in the Church or State , whether theſe 
Emillaries of the Church of Rome are come hi- 
ther by Counſel from Charls Suars, We will nor 
now examine ; This is certain, as the continuall 
troubles , and unſettlement occaſioned by his 
Party here, opens the door for the cntrance in of 
thole unclean Spirits, So his Agents make uſe of 
them to advance one part of his work, to wit, the 
fomenting, and, maintaining of Partics , and fa- 
Rions amongſt Us, 

And 
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And that they might the better know what di- 
reaions to give, and what means they were to 
uſe from time to time for influencing the afore- 
{aid parties , and arrivingat theirends, theſe fol. 
lowing Inſtructions were given , among(t other 
things, to fome of their CAgents: 

They were to inform themſelves, 

I. What the preſent Strength of the Army in 
England, Scotland ad Ireland & - by whom com- 
manded ? who have the chief Intereſt in them , and 
how they and their Officers are affetted ? 

2, What are the principall Garriſons , eſpecially 
Poris? how manned,and of what Strength and which 
are the eaſieſt to be gained, either by Force,or Treaty & 

3: What the preſent Strength « at Sea, and how 
intended to y ages” for the future ? | 

4. What the conſtant Revenues , and conſtant tx- 
pences of the Common-wealth are ? how much the one 
exceeds the other Þ andif the expences be greater , by 
what means the Overplus ts ſupplyed ? 

5. What # the Condition of Trade, whether much 
decayed ? and what Conſequences that may draw ? 

6, Whetber the Proteftor be abſolute in hu power, 
or forced to comply with others ? who are his chiefest 
Friends or Enemies , and who have at preſent the 
greateſt power iu England ? how the people and Army 
ſland affefted to the new Government, and perſon of 
the Protettor F 

7. What Parties and fattions are now on foot ? 
what their ſtrength,principles, and inclinations as to 
the preſent Government , or a Conjunttion with the 
King ? and who are their chief Leaders ? 

8. What 
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8. What bethe ues, "99 of the Proteftor , 
ahd the governing Party , ast0. War or Peace with 
Foreign Nations © 

' 9, What donein England oy Scotland towards 
the redu@ion of the Kings party in the H1zh-lands ? 

Theſe InſtruQions do further ſhew what thacr 
Party was doing here amongſt Us. 

Whileſt theſe Engines were at work, tl;e Enc- 
my doth all they can to ripen their deſign of a 
Generall Riſing, that all might be ready ar once; 
Agents to that purpoſeare employedia the ſeve- 
rall parts of the Nation , 'and eyery ones particu- 
lac ſtation appointed ro them ; ſome were for the 
Weſt, others for the North, others for the Eaſt, 
others for Surrey,,Kent,&c. and others for Wales , 
their work was to ſpeak with ſuch perſons as were 
likely to joyn with them, and if they accepted,to 
acquaint them with what Reſolutions were taken 
for the carrying on the Deſign, & the time for the 
exccution thereof,uath what elſe related thereto. 

One chief part thereof was upon the City of 
London , where great endeavours were uſed to 
engage the Youth , Apprentices, and common 
ſort of men, who might be ableto raiſe combu- 
ſtions by firing the City or otherwiſe , thereby 
to prevent their appearingin Arms againſt them, 

Privy Seals were ſentuntoſevyerall perſons for 
raiſing of money for managing this Work, and 


Treaſurers appointed forthe receiving the ſame, 


and ſeverall very conſiderable Summes paid in , 


a part whereof was diſcovered, and ſcized up- 
on, 


Great 
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ons of War, _— -for Horſemen 5: 
ercof 


- 223) | 
Great quantities of. Arms; Troutman, $6 
* 
. 


bought ; many -whe. cre. {cnt.into the teſpe- 
Qiye Countics, and lodged inthe hands of per- 


ſons engagedinthisdelign ; ſome We ſcized up- 


an inthe country and ſome in their Magazines.in 
London , Commiſſions were alſo ſcat in great 
aumbers from Charls St#art , and delivered to 
ſeverall of his Party to raiſe Horſe and Foot, Be- 
ſides, they had been ſolliciting Forreign Princes 


to give them afſliflance of Men and Money 


to invade this Countrey ; whom, although 
they found not yery- forward.in undertaking an 
ſuch enterprize,until ſome Sea Town of fcenach 
could be put into their hands , yet they did pro. 
cure ſome ſums of Maney fram them, and were 
not without good aſlurances of further Aid both 
of Men and Money , when they could fecure 
them a place of Landing and Rerrear, : 
Things being thus prepared, and a full ac. 
count thereof given ro their pretended King, al- 
though he was very deſirous to have come at- 
tended with ſome Forreign Aids, yet ſeeing his 
Party to bein fo good a readineſs, heencouraged 
themro proceed to the.execution ; and promi- 
ſed them tobe in ſome convyeniene place not far 
diſtanr,arſ{uch time as they ſhould tet him know 
the particular Day agreed upon by them for ma- 
king their attempt ,'to, come jover hither , as he 
ſhould finde his opportunity, The Letter he writ 
to his Party upon this occaſion,is as followeth : 
by D. ©. Tap 
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Fo will eftly 


"pleeſtl'to hrer how varefiult and folicitous you 
by __ ' Concernments and 'of the conrſe you 


b'146t, PHE with 4 ; TV bave bien ſo tn« 
of my Frients ,' that'T' have deferred 10 ” 
wpon Yhiw to 4vear Hl 1 could finde 'my felf 'a 

give them good "Envourig inf from '\abro 

but finte 1" finile that rome Weir ooh, 1 wo s 
longer reſtrain thoſe HſſetTions 'whith I \moſt as 
fire 10 'be beholding 10; and I'bavs reaſon to be- 


keve , That 'if Shy who wiſh -0xe and 14e ſame 
Ming , knew each others ' little, the VWork! would 


be Lids without -4ny di If fiowtty', and "if there were 
«wy bandſom Appearance 'in any one place , 1t 
rei# world not fit Fill; and 1 am perſwated 1 
fhould then hy” Ss »pplyes from thoſe , who ars 
yet afraid" to offer them : However , 1 -am fure 1 
wonld- my ſelf be with thoſe 'who firtt wiſhed for 
we , and io thit purpoſe, I will keep my ſelf within 
a reaſonable diſtance. Corſi it mith thoſe you 
dare traſt, and if you are realy, agree upon 4 Lime, 
and you cannot promiſe Jour ſelves any thing that 
you will be diſappoint ted in , ane which 'is is the 


power of 


16, Iuly, Your AﬀeRionate Friend 
1654 |  _CHARLS th, 


Afrer the receiptof this: Letter, their: Aﬀairs 


grew apace untoaripeneſs,and rhey:found 'their 
Party ſo unanimouſly '/and 'unjyerſally-reſolved, 


and every'thing ſo apromable totheir'wiſhes, that 
(as 


y Believe," #hit 7 "am very. wel 


Re DRCC——_ _ 
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(wſeverall of-the 
wardsupon their Examinations 
-mpoMlble for Us, thoy 


them wereat 
forac perſons: 


the ſurer ; it was denied by others of. them,upon 
this Reaſon, That ſecing they had no need of 
them, as their Aﬀairs now Rood, it wouldbe 
prejudiciall to his Majeſties Service, and their 
common [ntereſt, ro take in Perſons whom they 
ſhould afterwards be troubled to be rid of : by 
which may be ſeen, the confidence they had of 
the Succels of theirundertaking. 

As forthe time of executing what had beenia 
their apprehenſton thus ſurely laid , they fvaried 
their Counſcls in that particular, according as 
they found the Opportunitics for the ſame ro be 
more or leſs advantagious. They once reſolved 
totake rhe occaſion of Horſe-Races, which they 
had appointed in ſeveral places for that purpoſe, 
whether they and thcir Servants ſhould haye 
come well Horſedand Armed, and fo have de- 
clared themſelves ; but they were prevented 
chercin by the Prohybition of Horſe-Races, 

Anothertime which was by them 2greed up- 
on (although they were ſomewhar impatient of 
{o long; ſtay; was at the rifipg at the laſt Parlia- 
ment; ):tor-obferving: that a great. parti of 'the: 

D 2 Aimy 
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Arigy W2s infited upon in Parliatnent to be dC- 
3a, My (a thing moſt defired-by (as of moſt uſe 
ro) the Enemy, who concluded, That it the Ar- 
my was down , nothingel{- could ſtand in their 
way:) And thac We were not likely in reaſanto 
conſent thereto, in reſpeR of the knowledge We 
had of their whole Dcſign, ſeveral] perſons being 
then apprehended,as guilty of that Contrivance, 
and divers Arms ſeized on in the hands of their 
Factors, they did hope by improving that , and 
ſeverall other opportunities of diſcontent,which 
might fall out during that time, that the Parlia- 
ment might riſe with diſ-ſatisfaRion,by the means 
whereot their Deſign would be mach adyanced, 
and therefore got all things in-readineſs againſt 
ſuch a junAure of Aﬀairs. But it having plea- 
ſcd4 God to makeſome further notable diſcovery 
to Us of this Conſpiracy, and of the particular 
Perſons engaged therein ; the ſeizing of ſome of 
them both here, and ia the ſeyerall Countries, 
together with the brioging over Threethouſand 
Foor, and Six hundred Horſe out of 7reland , did 
prevent then! at thattime, and in a great mea- 
ſure diſhcartned their Party,to ſee many of them 
ſecured , who were relycd upon for the Manage- 
ment of this Aﬀair, 

Burt Charts Stuart having , according to his 
promiſe, removed himſelf from Cufles into Zea- 
{and , on purpole to attend this Riſing, and to 
come hutker in perſon, ſo ſoon as he ſhould un- 
derſtand ; tirat it took cfife according to his 


defires ; 


he Ga. -- 
deſires; and the Lord Fray 5 


jor Il 
"Waeitaff,o Neal, and ſeyeral others of that Paj 
beir Luk aQually Lenin fo Condug and 
Lead the Deſign, and appointed to their ſeyerall 
Poſts in the Nation , they, agreed to [make their 
Atrempt uponthe Twelfth of March 1654 which 
they did accordingly. * 
And obſerving that the Body of the Army, 
eſpecially the Foot, lay abou: Zowdep , they de- 
ſigned to riſe firſt in the Weſt, Wales, the North, 
and other Remoteparts of the Nation, hoping. 
| thereby todraw the Army , or a great part of it, 
from hence. : whereupon , Kent, Swrrey , and 
their Party in Londop were to riſe, and ſo make 
themſelves, not onely Maſters of the City , but 
form them into conſiderable Bodies, By che 
2xfons rhey had ctgaged , they reckoned upon 
Eight thouſand in the North, and not fewer our 
of the Weſt ; and chenumber which ſhould riſe 
in theſe parts whenthe Army ſhould have left jt, 
to exceed both. The Gariſons and ſtrong places 
they intended firſt to ſurprize and ſeize upon ? 
were Portſmonth , Phnwonth , Tork , Hell, New- 
caſtle , Tinmouth , Cbefter , Shrewsbwry, Tarmouth, 
Lyn and Boffen ; as alſo to poſſeſs themſelves of 
the Iſle of XZ: The Forces inthe Weſt were to 
have been Commanded by the Duke of York; 
thoſe in the North, by the Lord Filmet , whom 
they call the Earl of Recbefter. 
What iſſue 5t pleaſed the Lord 0 brivg this great 
and generall Defign 19, ng mas is Ignorant of. . 
| The 
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| the, Weſt was bold. an? 
| dHad it 2ll Tiketibood in 
Foot rs of Horſe and Foot by 
ji a others, of their own Party , 
Ag ie” Fotces, as in cafe of their 
facceſs,and [oPving FU Ft vine p! ace of Strengrh, 
were to have as Hy thoſe' Lau had they noc 
been revehicd by the motion of ſome Troops, 
and diligence of che Qtkcets in-apprehending 
divers of tha Party x fewdiycs before, and alſo 
been cloſcly purſued by Eh of Our Forces, 
and inthe concluflon ſupp reſt by a handtull of 
ineti, <rou8h the ER ES hp 77 God: 
That'o 'Torkſl re, which the Enemy moſt 
iclycd upon, felLfar ſhort of their Expedtation, in 
rl 5 that Our Forces by their marching up 
dowti'in the C auth) rey. and fome of rhem 
covidentidlly , ar"that "filme, removing their 
Quaiters near. to the plice of Rendezyouz, gave 
them no opportunity to zſſemble, and therefore 
thoſe of-rhiein which came tO, hi Rendezvouz 
Ft Befſam- mar, under the ConduR of the Lord: 
Milner, with 30 Tnention to ſurpriſe Tork, and 
f formed themſclyes ihto an Army , ſeparared 


and tun away in great: Confuſion and Diſorder, 


25: did alſo Noſe who, were rendezyouzcd near 

Morpeth t6 lirprize Newtaſile , being, by the 

{ime Providence diſfa painted, by the coming of 

Three NOI th Kei, ordercd thi- 

her for thelceurit of t hacpla > HINIREY 
Thoſe in We 


Which 


Wks and Shropſhire, pate of 
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. Sbrewsbary Town and Caſt! © ſomecof 


which were Pe” 


[86 > rene mo” 


perſons being diſGorcend eo apyuokenuet , the 


wh? wo hey, 2044! [; Fi: 112 
c r A FI Notting &;;;Viaþ 
another place appointed. for -a, Rendezvayz;, 


where about bive ' ed Horſe met, and-hyd 
with them. in the Field a Cart-load pt.Hoſe- 
Arms, to arm ſuch.as thould jdg9meitarhems 
-but upon a ſudden, a, great Fear fellupon them, 
inſomuchthar they left; their. Arms in-the open 
Field, andere ſhifted, for himſelf, Theze 
were other ſmaller; Parties,,, as;in the [Fowa- of 
Cheſter, who detigned the: ſurpzizeot the- Caſtle 
there, andalſo in, Staffordſhire; with divers other 
places.inthe Nation <0 they failingin rhcir cx- 
pettatignggvcrc dilgayraged for that rjme,., 

And thas, byahe go. ſs of: God , fixſt dif- 
covcring .and bringing to light theſe hidden 
Works of Darkneſs , and afterwards in, putting 
Fear wwto the. Hearts, of-theſe men, i(uh3t. kacir 
Hands'could nor execute what they-hadi\coptit 

yed ) rhe greateſ and moſt dangerous Deen, 
nox onely, tor, thegnvolving Vs in-blood and 
Confuſion here 'at; ome; z; but, expoſing of V's 
untothe Will of Foreigners, -harh been -defear- 
ed and brought: to-nothing; and this. crucll and 
blaody Encay,putundar as great, and-{ignal;Dil- 
appointments.4495}any Age! can praduge;an cn- 
amnple.of.;-it, being-ajthing! they had {er their 


hearts 


— > OOO my 


"ov 


 Heartsupon Jand w RV odk of almoſt' Fotir .* 
years Contriveinent, | 

= And now all men would have cxpected, that 
either through theſenſe of Gqds Hand anew lift- 
edupagaihit them, or the" other Difcourage- } 
refs they have met with in this their grand Un- + } 
dertaking ; 'they would have been weary of any 

further Artempts of this kind, and have forſaken | 
thac Cauſe and'Tntereſt ,*which hath braught ſo 

many of them to rvine :' But fo little hach theſe 

things wrought upon them, that ſome of then, 

when they ran away from their Rendezyouz, did | 
it witha reſolution to take a better opportunity, | 


'whenthe Government, inconfidence of the pre- 
ſent ſucceſs , ſhould be ſecure and leſs aware of 
them ; and they areart this very day at work up- r 
on other Deſigns, both here and in Scotland, and 1 
are endeavouring to procure Supplies of Men | 
and Money from Forreign States, to begin new | 
Troubles and Rebellions amongſt Ys ; fome | 
Agents being fcnt from hence for that purpoſe | 
this laſt Summer. 
We ſhall not need to make any Application 
of what hath been ſaid, ir is plain to every one 
that is not blinded with prejudice , That theſe 
men ate reſtleſs in their Defigns, and are the t 
cauſes of all Our Trouble and Vnſettlemenr, 
and will leave no Kone unturned, to render vain 
and fruitleſs , all thar Blood which, hath been | 
ſpilt to reſtore Our Liberties ; and the hopes wo e | 
avc | 


{ 
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ives, Libesties. NAS comendoian he 
ated: of Frhple ahem dom a Dian 
ar Ve, FNEM expoled:e injall:; 
rempts, the Peage,and: comman.; Clincermetients 
ofthis {I EneoGe thor eat: 
red and provided foryrheaat preſent: theywarey 
Thas his wignor tobe dane without 
diti Nee There Cher vba Kerns 
gh no rat 


which dave —_ 
contempt otall- Law: 
fore We thus argued 
ive up the Cauſe ſolong: 


be-pat apon che good: Pcoplowhs 
Rap ate MPT: of the dayg hit 
ho bevabeeny, pO pemaert Tag 


Fall Our NO ”- 
Vpon theſe Grqunds, we have been neceſlits; 
ted hh anew and fanding <Mibwiot Horle 


inall che Counties of-.# .nnder duck Pay 

as might Copy nogl to the venceablaand 
well Sec, and; be a firting Encouragement to 
the Officers and Soldic, S, char they, might.not 
to War at their awn charge; And: thirefafe: 
have thought firrgl./ the burthenof Maintaining 
oftheſe Forces,aud fame orherpublique'Cha 
which are occalBre by them, uponthoſe w h 
have been engaged in the. aye Wars agaioftiha 
Srate, haying x ft notwithſtanding chereih £0 
ſuch .ot them, as are not able tq undergo-that. 
Charge. E It 
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dere gurabe np er te 
= | Tennis lev eohveber) 
| e Doug's 2ull - / 
Prockrand:TeRimentaionotex. 
Individuall man, which will 


| Withmny explicitcaRing, 
odatdiving;; vr doffg the Diſtarbaticeot 


Fey ifs umn ts oth _ 
-Eſtares,by t inary Proceedingsoft the Law 
hatbormpondbſcne BueWe'do i wo allin- 
Glrenany HRIG har derthe 
preceding . Fraine 
pig = * 


a ve were ns) wo 


_—_ is py wast 


the pretended King;ohte mote brought upon the 
Rage ty his Follogers,who forthar = was 

iro the” Lai Copirres; ready to enibarguic 
For Eveland,upon the firſt wr ar of fliccefs,which 
"= man witt believe he would have put himſclf 
in the Bye an# Face ofthe World, if thoſe 
ſhewed themfelves Afs,were tohavtng 
aces Seconds theri whar appeared; nor will it be 
imagined,that thoſe of his Patty who came over 
hither upon that Errand, 'asthe Lord Wilmer and 
Wi and others, would haverun ſo greac he- 
zard upon ſo weak grounds: 'Or that thoſe Gen- 
tlemen who did aQually riſe; could ſuppoſe that 


the 


ny ute fog 


with It 
rſons chiefly —_— che C 


anagement of this wy and. whe 
want no ordlit with thus Perty',! wauld baveets 
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